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FROM THE COCKPIT (FLT CAPTAIN'S LOG: (10 - 21): Our October Founders Night 

meeting will be a dinner meeting at the Hope Hotel. A plated dinner of Pork Porterhouse (pork tenderloin), 

mixed green salad, seasonal vegetable, rolls and butter, carrot or red velvet cake, coffee and iced tea will be 

served. Gluten free is available. Wine for toasting is included. Dress is business attire. This is a dual event, and 

members are encouraged to bring their spouse/significant other. Please make your reservations by 13 October 

(an absolute deadline). Spouses and other guests are invited with a reservation. Packy’s bar is available for 

mixed drinks. Meal is $40.00 per person and may be paid by cash or check only at the door. Currently, neither 

Packy’s nor the banquet room require face masks. After dinner, we will have the Induction of new members 

into the flight, followed by remembrances of some Founder Members by their hereditary members. A 

Formation invitation will be sent out around the first of the month. Please respond by using the link on the 

invitation. If you have any problems with the invitation response, let Mel know at jmelgillespie@gmail.com, or 

937 396-9238.  

 

STANDARD DEBRIEF ITEMS: PREVIOUS FLIGHT LEG (21 Sep 2021):  

Our September meeting was a dinner meeting at the Hope Hotel. An outstanding plated dinner of Chicken 

DaVinci, au gratin potatoes, green beans, Caesar salad, and chocolate layer cake was served. After dinner, in 

celebration of the C-17’s 30th anniversary, Flight member Frank Batteas gave us a great presentation on the C-17 

test program, including how it once got “nearly upside down”! We also had 9 ROTC Cadet Flight 9 Scholarship 

winners from 2021 in attendance, and each was presented with a check by Deputy Flight Captain Mike Uecker. 

and Scholarship Chairman Roger Redwood. We also had a 2020 Scholarship Award Winner in attendance. 

 

 

OCTOBER MEETING-FOUNDERS NIGHT 

DINNER MEETING - HOPE HOTEL 
   Third Tuesday, 19 October 

                1800 Social, 1900 Dinner 
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Note: All pictures from each meeting can be found at:  

Videos-Pictures - Flight-9, Order of Daedalians (weebly.com) 

 

 

FLIGHT PLANNING (MISSION, PLANNED ROUTE OF FLIGHT, STANDARD ROUTE FIXES AND  

WAYPOINTS):   

 

APPROACH TO A FULL STOP:   

 

Planned upcoming events: 

  
Tuesday 16 Nov – Hope Hotel - Betty Darst will give a presentation on the Cuban Missile Crisis; members 

who were involved will also have a chance to give a quick story. 

Tuesday 14 Dec (2ND TUESDAY) – Annual Christmas Party at the Hope Hotel 

Tuesday 18 Jan – Military Trivia Night; location TBD 

https://flight-9.weebly.com/videos-pictures.html#MONTHLY%20MEETINGS


 

 

 

NOTAMS: 

 

In Our Thoughts:  We’ve received word that long time Flight 9 member and former 

Flight Captain Lt Col (ret) Bill Page is having serious medical difficulties and is on dialysis 

in Ft Walton Beach. Bill enlisted during WWII at Around the age of 15 (little white lie about 

his age), and eventually became a pilot. He served during WWII, the Korean War and the 

Vietnam War, flying P-38s, B-25s and many other aircraft. Please keep him in your thoughts 

and prayers. 

 

Congratulations!  Flight 9 member Lt Gen Dick Reynolds, USAF (Ret), is to be honored with the 2021 

Citizen Legion of Honor Award from the Presidents Club of Dayton. As many of us have seen, Dick has been 

instrumental in raising funds for some very important projects, including the Fisher House at the 

VA, the 4th hangar at the National Museum of the AF, and the National Veterans Memorial in 

Columbus. He has also presented us a great deal of info on Air Camp and is a major player in the 

establishment and operation of this extremely worthwhile institution. It has and continues to be a 

major influence on young people and is supported not only by Flight 9 Frank P. Lahm flight, but 

by Daedalians National HQ. This award is truly earned and deserved. Congratulations, Dick!  

 

Scholarships (Repeat):  The following cadets were selected for scholarships for 2021: 

 

AFROTC Det 620, Bowling Green State University 

 Cadet Jackson W. Conrad, awarded $500 Henry “Pops” Poplawski Scholarship 

Cadet Curtis Mackey, awarded $500 Egan Scholarship plus $5000 matching* 

Cadet Jill K. Petrie, awarded $1000 Flt-9 Scholarship plus $500 matching* 

 

AFROTC Det 640, Miami University 

 Cadet Jacob Bemis, awarded $1000 Flt-9 Scholarship plus $1000 matching* 

Cadet Robert Skiles, awarded $500 Henry “Pops” Poplawski Scholarship 

 

AFROTC Det 645, Ohio State University 

 Cadet James L. Enders, awarded $1000 Flt-9 Scholarship 

Cadet Collin J. Kroll, awarded $500 Henry “Pops” Poplawski Scholarship 

 

AFROTC Det 665, University of Cincinnati 

 Cadet Nathan Gleckler, awarded $1000 Flt-9 Scholarship plus $1000 matching* 

Cadet Brigid Griffin, awarded $1000 Flt-9 Scholarship 

Cadet Shelly Lewis, awarded $1000 Henry “Pops” Poplawski Scholarship 

Cadet Julian Martin, awarded $2000 Colonel Jacques and Eleanor Young Scholarship 

Cadet Nicholas Rosenbaum, awarded $1000 Henry “Pops” Poplawski Scholarship 

Cadet Luke Woods, awarded $1000 Flt-9 Scholarship plus $500 matching* 

 

*National 

 

Congratulations to our Scholarship winners! 

 



Daedalian Flying Training (DFT - Repeat):  Good news from the DFT Program – both of our future 

military aviators completed their first solo as of 29 August 2021.  AFROTC Cadet Justin Patton soloed for the 

first time on 15 August at Lewis A. Jackson Regional Airport (Greene County Airport) and AFJROTC Riley 

Gingrich did so on 29 August at Springfield-Beckley Municipal Airport. They are rightfully very proud of their 

achievement (as are their families), and we hope to see them at one of our forthcoming dinner meetings so they 

can tell us a bit about their goals going forward.  Justin finished first because he needed to get over to OSU to 

begin fall semester majoring in aerospace engineering, while Riley is in his senior year at Beavercreek High 

School.   
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                                                                                                               Riley Gingrich 

 

 

 

 



Also, one of last year’s DFT solo students, Blake Sanford, has followed up on his DFT flying and attained his 

private license. Here is an email he sent us expressing his appreciation. 

 

 

I can officially say I’m a licensed private pilot now! Just finished my check ride this morning and passed! I not 

only wanted to pass on that information to you but thank you and the Daedalians for everything you have done 

for me. It was because of my interest in aviation and your help that I got to start the process of flight training and 

get up to my first solo last year. Your support and scholarship were a massive help that were not only the first 

step in getting me to my private license, but in pursuing an aviation career path as well. I hope to use this as a 

boost in getting a pilot slot through AFROTC and ultimately fly for the Air Force some day. I know I love flying 

and am excited to use my privileges to be able to do things like take my dad up with me and make some awesome 

memories. Thank you and the whole flight again, I've appreciated everything you have done for me.  Time to 

raise some hell at 3000+ feet, responsibly of course... 

 

Thank you again, 

Blake Sanford 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
This why we have these programs and why we contribute! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flight 9 Coins (Repeat): The new Daedalian Flight 9 coin is now available. The first one was given to Darrell 

Larkin, and one was given to each of the DFT students who soloed last year. The coins can be purchased from 

Ken Normand for $10 each. All proceeds from coin sales will contribute to our APF account.   

You can contact Ken at   flt9treasurer@gmail.com 
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Flight Officers and Committee Chairmen (Repeat): I still need someone who likes to write.  Many 

of the wonderful things we do go unnoticed because we don’t have someone writing our story for the Daedalus 

Flyer!  We also need to get the word out there to seek new members.  The Exec Council will help with the editing 

-- we just need someone to take the lead. 

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! If you might be willing to fill one of our vacant positions, please contact either: 

 

Flt Captain Kathy Staiger                                           Flt Adjutant Jim DeStout 

flt9captain@gmail.com                                               flt9adjutant@gmail.com  

937-429-2240                                                              937-426-2999 

 

 

Flight 9 Website (Repeat): We highly recommend that you check out Frank P. Lahm Flight 9 website at  

http://flight-9.weebly.com/?  On the home page you will find all the information on the upcoming meetings, as 

well as a synopsis of the last meeting and a link to the latest newsletter. You will also find a new video each 

month. There are many other features on the website: 

• Links to interesting aviation articles and websites, as well as our Facebook page. 

• Pages on the National Daedalians organization and Frank P. Lahm, our Flight Namesake. 

• A page listing all Flight-9 Officers, with contact information. 

• Information on joining the Daedalians. 

• Pages on Scholarships, JROTC, and DFT. 

• A page with links to National. 

• A page with videos and pictures from past activities and meetings. You can check out all of these videos 

and pictures we’ve uploaded to the site at:  https://flight-9.weebly.com/videos-pictures.html. 

 

 

Flight 9 on Facebook (Reminder): Flight 9 has a Facebook page where we post articles that may be of 

interest to our Members and Friends. It can be found at: 

 

https://www.facebook.com/DaedaliansFlight9 

 

 

 

 

NEXT FLIGHT-9 EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING (TOUCH-N-GO):  The next Exec 

Council will be held 26 Oct at Cherry House Cafe! Anyone in the flight is welcome to attend. However, we do 

ask that you let us know so we can reserve space for you. Let Kathy know at    fltcaptain@gmail.com. 
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Frank P. Lahm, Flight-9 Officers and Committee Chairs 
 Officers  Committees Chairs  

Honorary Flight 

Captain Vacant  Membership 

Jim  

VerStreate 

(937) 542-1654 

flt9membership@gmail.com 

Flight Captain 

Kathy 

Staiger 

(937) 429-2240 

flt9captain@gmail.com Scholarships 

Roger 

Redwood 

(937) 306-8100 

flt9scholarship@gmail.com 

Deputy Flight 

Captain 

Mike  

Uecker 

(937) 974-5079 

flt9eputy@gmail.com 

Daedalian 

Flight 

Training 

Mike  

Uecker 

 

(937) 974-5079 

mailto:flt9dft@gmail.com 

Provost Marshall 

Mel 

Gillespie 

(937) 396-9238 

flt9provost@gmail.com Programs 

Jazz  

Jannazo 

(850) 974-4459 

flt9programs@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Ken 

Normand 

(937) 318-8662 

flt9treasurer@gmail.com Junior ROTC 

Chaz  

Shurlow 

(208) 914-1465 

flt9jrrotc@gmail.com 

Adjutant Jim DeStout 

(937) 426-2999 

flt9adjutant@gmail.com 

Flight 

Chaplain  

and 

Photographer 

 

K9 

Tim 

Kunzweiler 

(937) 291-1327 
flt9chaplain@gmail.com 

   Publicity Open flt9publicity@gmail.com 

 

Volabamus... Volamus (We Flew...We Fly) – Kathy Staiger 
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